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President’s Corner
Dibyajyoti Bhattacharji
Austin, TX, 2025

L

Dear CTBA Family,As | reflect on the past two years, my heart is filled with pride and gratitude for what we, as
a community, have accomplished together. These two years have been nothing short of remarkable, marked by
celebration, cultural enrichment, giving back, and above all, togetherness. CTBA has successfully hosted more
than 20 memorable events, each leaving a lasting impact on our community. From soulful cultural celebrations
like Kobi Pronam, to children-centric festivities such as Saraswati Puja, to our charitable donation drives and
above all the Durga pujas. Each initiative reflected our shared values of culture, compassion, and connection.

We also had the privilege of welcoming renowned artists such as Kavita Krishnamurthy and Madhubanti
Bagchi, we had an remarkable musical evening with Madhubanti last year and looking forward to make it an
unforgettable event with Kavitaji this time. None of this would have been possible without the wholehearted
participation of our community members. Your energy, enthusiasm, and support have been the driving force
behind every success. Equally, | want to acknowledge the tremendous effort and dedication of our Executive
Committee. Each member gave their time, creativity, and tireless commitment over these two years, ensuring
every event was executed with excellence. Together, we have built more than just events, we’ve created
memories, friendships, partnerships and a stronger sense of belonging for everyone.

As this will be my last year serving as President, | feel truly grateful for the opportunity to serve such a vibrant
community. | look forward to continuing my support for the upcoming teams and cheering on CTBA’s future
successes.

With heartfelt gratitude and best wishes,

Dibyajyoti Bhattachariji
President, Central Texas Bengali Association (2024-2025)
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Solitude

Aruneet Dasgupta

They fear the silence
| welcome it like kin.
In the absence of noise,
| hear where | begin.

No crowd to chase, no praise to earn,

Just the echo of thoughts | let quietly burn.
Solitude’s not exile it’s a forge.

Where | temper my soul,

Where illusions dislodge.

| don’t seek the world when | feel alone,

| seek the mirror the mind | own.

For peace isn’t found in applause or fame,
It’s found in knowing you’d still stand
without a name.

See

Man isn’t made in the noise of the fight,
He’s shaped in the hush

before the strike.

In stillness, | measure my worth,

Not by what | possess,

But by what I’'m willing to unearth.

The world teaches you to fill every space,

But the gods?

They speak in silence and grace.

A man who can sit with his thoughts, unshaken
Is a man who'll never be easily taken.

| don’t need company to feel complete.
| walk alone, yet never in defeat.

For solitude is not a prison or chain,

It’s the throne where | reign

within my own domain.

So if you see me distant,

Don’t confuse it with retreat

I’'m not hiding...

I’m building where none compete.

And when | return, | return whole
Not needing the world,
But ready to hold it in control.
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Oh Banff
Ishaan Sengupta (12)

May the breeze be flowing through the mountains.

May the mighty glaciers carve through the rocks.

As the Bow River bends as a masterpiece.
As the fog settles down on the trees above.
As the ice caps melt, feeding the beauty.

Nature embraces every mountainside.

The blanket of nature’s love paves the way.

The mighty valley proving its place.

Banff and Jasper, how lucky you might be.
The vast lakes, being the haven of life.

Triplets of nature’s cosmetology.

As the cold winter weather settles in.
A blanket of snow covers the valley.

Oh Banff, what a wonder you are to see!

AFBT AT JA1STT 2016
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PEI & NOVA SCOTIA, Canada 0

Rupa Mukherjee D

Pictures that will linger in my mind ........

Each corner of the countryside breathtaking & hand painted.
Warm & cooler colors in a perfect poise
well blended !

The blue skies makes you ponder & revere.
The windmills musically sing in the air.
As the clouds play hide & seek with the sun,
Suddenly the blazing sun sinks into the deep Atlantic ocean .

Watching this magical moment with ecstasy !
So stunning, surreal & possibly divine fantasy !!

The lush green meadows of wildflowers & green,
Nature’s bliss , it’s truly serene.
They greet us so generously everyday!
Pastures of potatoes & corn fields,
Red granaries overflowing with grain & hay.

The Canadian geese artistically glide above the ground ,
Elegance enduring, Silence profoundly makes a meaningful sound.
The Big Bald eagle magically soars into the sky.

Watching the seals & otters wade in joy !

The Seagulls with their mouthful of crunchy crabs create a cacophony,
Such varied murmurs in Nature is a memorable symphony !

As the fisherman await with a patient heart,
Countless hours of reflection & resilience on their part !!

Beautiful homes tucked away in a meandering pathway,
Colorful hollyhocks & hydrangeas galore along the way!

Lighthouses give a stunning view of the harbor when the blue ocean meets the horizon .
Moonlit beaches peacefully play a melodious music,
As the waves slowly swell & swing by the ocean!

Nature’s beauty is truly enriching!!
How lucky | am to hold memories so fascinating.

| smile to myself & say,
Nature certainly adds in every way
A Lust for Life everyday !!
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Newfoundland 0
Shantanu Ganguly N3]

| knew Newfoundland as a large cold and somewhat remote island off the north-east coast of Canada, with
glaciers floating by, and a Viking settlement at the very tip. In 2024 while driving around in western Brittany, we
came across a small church where in the 1500 AD time period, fishermen would pray before going to fish in
Newfoundland. That strengthened my desire to explore this island. Early in 2025 as part of a road trip through
Atlantic Canada, we spent more than two weeks in Newfoundland. The simplest way to visit is to fly into St.
John, we took an overnight ferry and arrived at the SW corner of the island.

Gros Morne National Park

The SW coast of Newfoundland was reminiscent of Cape Breton, but more rugged. In early June, some snow
was still visible on distant hills. The scenery was beautiful with rugged rocky trails and bushes sculpted by the
wind. We used Norris Point as a base and spent two days hiking in various spots of Gros Morne. The most
popular trail here is the Tableland Trail — a rare spot where the earth’s mantle has extruded into the surface.
The exposed rock here is peridotite — which has very few nutrients and contains toxic minerals, so few plants
manage to survive here. As we left this spot, we squeezed in a hike to a glacier carved lake and a visit to the
spot where the SS Ethie was shipwrecked (everyone survived). Driving along the western coast, we reached the
very tip of Newfoundland at UAnse aux Meadows.

LAnse Aux Meadows (pronounced Lance-a-Meadows by the locals)

This is where Leif Ericsson had landed, hugging the coastline in Viking longboats from Greenland north to Baffin
Island, then south along the coast of Labrador till he and his crew reached this spot. Here the Norse set up a
settlement for about 10 years, then it was abandoned for several reasons — one of which was conflict with the
First Inhabitants. Norse Sagas and Innuit stories record this excursion. Our guide described the arrival of
Norsemen not in the typical Eurocentric ‘X discovered America’ but a much more profound fashion. He said —
humans left Africa and broke into two branches. One populated all of Europe, while the other spread through
Asia and eventually populated North America. This is the spot, he said, where these two branches of humans
met for the first time. It seems that meeting did not end on good termes.

We spent much of one morning exploring the site— only mounds exist that have been thoroughly excavated.
The recreation of a Norse village complete with actors provides a sense of realism to visitors. Then we dashed
off to a nearby village to catch our iceberg boat tour. Despite the fog, our captain managed to get the boat near
several icebergs which we saw from all sides. Our ride on an open boat was bitterly cold. Coming back to shore,
we warmed up with some coffee and headed back to the Viking site to finish seeing the exhibits. Leaving LAnse
we had overnight stop at Deer Lake to reach Fogo Island.

Fogo Island

On the surface Fogo Island is one of many islands that dot the NE coast of Newfoundland, but there are a few
things that set this island apart. First and foremost is the redevelopment spurred by one of its residents, Zita
Cobb, who injected a lot of personal wealth into the island and spurred a resurgence of traditional arts and
crafts including quilting and pottery. Second, Fogo Island is designated as one of the four corners of flat earth
by the Flat Earth Society, oddly their corners form a triangle on a map. Third, Fogo was an early deployment of
radio communication, its remote eastern location in the North Atlantic was suitable for repeating radio signals
from the North Sea. The Fogo radio tower was the second to pick up the Titanic distress call.

We spent two days here hiking local trails, pottered around in pottery studios, visiting the Flat Earth and
Marconi spots, and saw a large iceberg just floating in the bay — just like the photos of Iceberg Alley. From Fogo
we headed south to Twilingate, another coastal town that turned out to have a similar vibe to Fogo, except
larger and marginally busier.

Twillingate

The twi in Twilingate is pronounced twee, and once we got there | understood why. This village was founded by
the French and called Touilingate, and the name was anglicized after the British took over complete control of
Newfoundland. Our B&B here was at the very tip of the peninsula near a lighthouse. It was raining hard as we
arrived, but soon afterwards it cleared up, and we were presented with beautiful views. Later in the evening we
drove to the nearby lighthouse, from where we managed to see a distant iceberg.
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The next morning spent hiking in the Spillars Cove area where the trails climbed up and the views were
fantastic. We saw two local museums in the afternoon — one entirely devoted to the building of fishing boats.
That night we had a delightful experience at the Twillingate Dinner theater. We were served a lobster dinner,
after which the entire restaurant crew performed various songs and skits for us. | was amazed at the quality of
the music and later learned that most Newfoundlanders are musical, and the island is known for the music. The
cast told stories about life in the area, highlighting the tough life the fishermen and their families led. We also
learned details about cod fishing and the collapse of the industry (this was repeated in the remaining sections
of the journey).

The following morning, we left Twillingate, stopping to see a cluster of icebergs that were currently in the area.
We also stopped at the Beothuk exhibit center to learn about a tribe that had populated entire Newfoundland
but went extinct after contact with the Europeans, due to a combination of disease, conflict, and loss of access
to coastal food sources. The origins of the Beothuk are shrouded in mystery — and DNA analysis has just started
to establish how they relate to the other settlers of this area.

Gander & Bonavista

Our last stop in Iceberg Alley was Bonavista. On the drive from Twillingate to Bonavista, the route went through
Gander, where we made a brief stop. Gander is the obscure town where 38 incoming flights made an
emergency landing when the US airspace was shut down abruptly after 911. Almost seven thousand people
suddenly arrived at a town of ten thousand, and the locals reacted magnificently to the challenge of handling
this influx. The musical Come From Away tells this story. Naturally, Gander is more than this one incident. At the
dawn of passenger travel by air, Gander was a refueling stop to cross the Atlantic and developed a huge
airfieldAs airplanes improved, Gander’s importance waned then waxed again during WW2 as an important
Allied air force base. Fun fact: Gander was a refueling stop between USSR and Cuba and a popular point of
defection. Gander has a small flight museum that is absolutely worth a visit if you’re driving through this area.
The main reason to come to Bonavista is to see puffins up close. The first viewing spot is the Cape Bonavista
Lighthouse, where puffins and other shorebirds huddle on an island across. This is also where the explorer John
Cabot supposedly set foot on Newfoundland, the location is marked by a statue. Fun fact, he was a Venetian
named Giovanni Caboto, funded by the English king Henry VII, hence the anglicized name. The second puffin
view spot is the nearby town of Elliston, which is famous for root cellars. Root cellars are exactly what the name
implies, a cellar buried underground for storing food through the winter season. They look like hobbit
dwellings, except without windows and square doors.

During our two days here, besides hiking and puffin watching, we also saw two good local museums. The Ryan
Premises Museum shows an excellent exhibit of life here centered around cod fishing and seal hunting. The
Matthew Legacy Museum houses a replica of the ship that was sailed by John Cabot to these shores,
constructed by local craftsmen for the celebration of the 500th anniversary of Cabot’s landing. From Bonavista
we drove to St Johns, where we caught a prop-plane to the tiny island of St Pierre.

St Pierre & Miquelon

Last year after returning from France | heard about two islands that are still territorially part of France. During
this trip through Canada, | understood why, after multiple wars with the British the French clung on to these
two islands while ceding the rest of French Canada to the British. After multiple skirmishes over these two
islands a treaty was signed, and now the islands have evolved into a travel curiosity. St Pierre and Miquelon are
connected by a shallow sand bar, and travel between the two islands is an infrequent ferry or a charter plane.
About 5000 people live in St P, and about six hundred in Miguelon.

St Pierre is a wonderful place to walk around in, it feels like the small towns in rural France we saw in 2024.
There are no traffic lights, and the town can be covered on foot. Since the island was so small, we kept running
into the same people on trails, restaurants etc.

St Pierre has a set of trails that start very close to our hotel and climb into the hills. We spent much of the first
day hiking, having picked up sandwiches at a local deli. Towards the end of the day, we got a charming island
tour by a young local who was very proud of her island. We saw the harbor with a memorial to a shipwreck
where all the people were lost — apparently bodies kept washing up on shore for days later. We also saw the
broken bits of another shipwreck elsewhere - wrecks seem to have been a common occurrence.

On our second day we took a boat over to L'lle-aux-Marins, a nearby island that’s populated part time and was
a base for cod drying. In this area, due to a lack of trees, the drying of cod is done on stones, and we saw
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several such patches. In the distance was an uninhabited island that had been used for quarantines. Later in
the day we saw the local museum which had rooms themed on various topics. One major display was on the
nuns who volunteered to come to the island, and a second was on bootlegging. During the prohibition the
island was a significant base for alcohol (primarily rum from the Caribbean and grain whiskey from Canada) that
was clandestinely re-shipped in small boats to the US.

After our foray to the French territory of St Pierre, we returned to St Johns, the capital of Newfoundland. We
spent three days seeing the town and surrounding coast.
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Spring in Texas!
Joyeeta Banerjee

It's 6, the body clock says Brown hills,

Lazy eyes half open validates! winding roads,
The clock on the wall dessert thorns,
a little beyond 7, overcast skies,

Oops ! Day light saving started,
Thank God it's Sunday!

bliss for the eyes.
Sunless days can also be bright!

Sun just started showing up
Leaves enjoying the morning breeze, Crevices of greens

The small light green ones in full swing with bursts of purple and red,

just born. water poodles!

Birds having early morning picnic Occasional Bluebonnets all set to steal the show

Miles of walk up the rocks -

Medley of murmurs and chirps.

Tossing and turning

the all bed to myself,

wrapped in cotton blanket.

Closing eyes for five more minutes,
five more minutes of extra sleep;
Happiness is sleeping diagonally.

The plan is still on

A new place to explore!
Not the usual monotony

of keyboards and mouse-
the joy of newness,

sparks of excitement,

7ams Sundays are a delight!

Coreopsis are my favorites.

Stories of teens,

of cousins and dreams,

friendships that lasted,

the love that was not meant to be.
Warm pink granite on my shoulders
warm grey skies to sooth

Spring is short lived in Texas
Nostalgia is bliss !

q
(
(
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When the Trains Stopped Chugging! 0

Debasree DasGupta D

Across the vast expanse of paddy fields behind our house, the train tracks meandered from the Ranchi railway
station all the way through to the newly established colonies at Dhurua. Each morning, as the Howrah-Ranchi
Express rambled down those tracks and whistled its approach call, my mother would exclaim, “oi elo Kolkatar
train,” as though it surely bore the scent of some of our many relatives and friends who resided in Kolkata. As a
child, | would rush up the steep steps to the terrace and watch the train go by, silhouetted against the horizon
and whistling away merrily, prompting me to count once again the days to the winter holidays when we would
be boarding it for our annual trip to Kolkata. Over the years, the Hindustan Steel Co. took over the paddy fields
and built hundreds of multi-storied homes to house their employees, replacing the lush green, later golden
yellow rice plants, swaying gently in the breeze, with concrete.

However, they couldn’t take away my love for trains. Even as | left home to attend college in Kolkata, three
times a year, the same train gently carried me back to my home in Ranchi, chugging and swaying until | drifted
off to a sound, secure slumber for the night. During our travel through the UK last year, we often boarded the
train between cities enjoying the beautiful green meadows dotted with sheep or an occasional remnant of a
castle ruin. We loved these journeys so much that we made similar travel plans during our recent trip to Spain,
Portugal and Morocco, once again watching with rapt fascination the perfectly lined olive groves or the equally
neat wine orchards rising gently up to the breathtakingly beautiful hills. So much more reliable and comfortable
than air travel, or so we thought!

We were on our way from Barcelona to Madrid on the 1pm train. It was a three-hour journey, and we were
looking forward to the promise of breathtaking vistas along the way. The station was crowded, and we soon
realized that we had been standing in line longer than expected and there had been no movement at all in any
of the queues that had started before us. The murmurs that had begun mentioned a power outage and we
noticed that the lights in the station had turned off for a bit, turned on again and now were completely dead.
The elderly lady next to us felt unwell and was tenderly helped outside by her younger relatives.

Eventually we were told to vacate the station, spurring a mad rush for any available shade outside. | had finally
managed to maneuver my cumbersome suitcase through the door and spotted my husband on the phone,
standing right next to the lady who was obviously still very unwell and needed space around her. | beckoned to
him to follow me as | looked for a spot close to the building and in the shade. Now, husbands actually do follow
their wives but only in cartoons, so | turned around to check just as the wheels of my suitcase caught
something on the pavement and toppled over, pitching me against the glass outer wall of the station. | saw
several stars, immediately began sprouting a large lump on my right temple, and as | sat up trying to clear my
vision saw my husband staring at me incredulously. He hadn’t seen me fall and was perhaps wondering why |
was sitting on the dirty pavement, but never mind, he had followed me after all.

By this time the murmurs had turned into fact—there was a power outage across Spain, Portugal and Southern
France and now there were speculations about when we would be able to resume our journey, and if at all that
day. We found ourselves in conversation with a couple from the USA who were now living close to Barcelona
and another young pair from Venezuela who were making a trip through Spain. Cherie was on her way to
Madrid to shoot a Coca Cola commercial and was determined to wait until she received a notification of
cancellation. Folks mulled around aimlessly, some munching on what snacks they had, others offering them to
perfect strangers. With realization dawning on us that the trains would not be moving any time soon, we
humbly turned down the gracious offer of a bed for the night from Cherie and Greg and decided to explore the
options for taking a bus to Madrid. So we went over to stand at the back of the long line that had already
formed for taxis.

When it was finally our turn to board the cab Enmanuel and Annabell seemed to appear from nowhere and
requested a ride with us. We were, of course, happy to oblige. From that moment on these two turned into our
Guardian Angels, watching out for us, helping with our luggage, checking into the dwindling options for travel
and becoming our interpreters as needed. With the internet not in service anymore, we were unable to get
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seats on the bus and wandered around in an aimless, unsure trance for a while, before hailing a cab to take us
back to the station. However, another incident awaited us. In his haste the driver started pulling out before
Sumit had pulled his leg into the car and his foot got caught under the wheel. Completely confused by Sumit’s
frantic gestures, he actually started moving forward until Enmanuel shouted at him in Spanish to reverse. Sumit
had twisted his leg but thankfully managed to escape his foot getting crushed under the wheel.

The return to the Railway station revealed a discouraging spectacle, throngs of people were seated on the
ground waiting for the doors to open. We therefore had a consultation leading to, what we realized later, a wise
decision. The line outside the one operating restaurant was long, but we stood there anyway using this
opportunity to get to know each other more. Enmanuel and Annabelle were planning to get married later in
the year and were on a trip through Spain in the meantime. Enmanuel had loved Austin when he visited and
hoped that his degree in computer science would find him a job in the US if ever he became fortunate enough
to procure a visa. However, as their parents waited in Florida with the threat of deportation looming large every
day, they realized that this was but a fading dream. The hope that her mother would at all be present at the
wedding was fading too as venturing out of the country posed the risk of being unable to return. So, at the
moment they were residing in Santiago, Chile, working, traveling and trying to make the most of their young
lives.

In the course of the next several hours we became quite adept at scrambling despite our bulky luggage. We
scrambled to get into the restaurant and again to procure a table, food was ordered and consumed without
much reflection and once the doors of the station were opened, there was another fanatical scramble,
bordering on stampede, for the obviously insufficient number of benches available for the large crowd. Unable
to procure one, we were searching for an ideal spot on the floor for the night, when | noticed they were
pushing in more benches from another location. | suggested to Sumit that he stand near the door so he could
grab the next one, which he did. Unfortunately, there were others trying to pull it away from him causing him
to shoo them away, “No! No! This is mine! Mine!”, bringing into mind the seagulls in the movie “Finding Nemo.”
Once again Enmanuel jumped to the rescue, pushing the hopefuls away, helping Sumit pull the bench over to
an acceptable location, and finally the four of us planting ourselves firmly on it to ensure our claim. The metal
chairs on the bench were not the most comfortable and eventually, Annabell slid down to sleep on the floor
while the three of us remained seated, staring in envy at the family in sound slumber on an air-mattress that
they had serendipitously brought along.

Thus passed the night, with Annabell sound asleep, Sumit and Enmanuel dozing and shifting in the quest of a
more comfortable position and me wide-awake, watching the crowd and in particular a group of small children
taking advantage of the situation to play through the night, pacing when my joints hurt from sitting.

As morning arrived after what seemed like the longest night ever, hope crept back to us, and we made our way
towards the office to await any developments. The crowd was getting restless and the chants against the
authorities were getting louder, the folks in the office had suddenly vanished and Police along with their dogs
were marching in, alongside passengers who held tickets for the day. A railway staff member we had spoken to
earlier explained to us that the day passengers would board their respective trains first and any remaining seats
would be filled by the passengers waiting from the previous day. He asked us to wait for a signal from him and
Annabell quietly guided us to a location that would allow us to make a dash for the train when the signal came.
However, when it was time, there was a surge from behind that almost knocked me to the ground and the
officer had to rush over to hold them at bay so we could continue running with our luggage towards the
compartment allocated for us. Annabell secured a table for four inside while Enmanuel pulled us and our
luggage into the train. The relief to be in the train was overwhelming and we patted ourselves on the back as
we shared our dwindling snacks for breakfast before the three started dozing off. | found myself placing my
nose on the window to watch the landscape, still beautiful, rushing past.

My love for trains was still firm and remained unaffected by this harrowing experience, one that could easily
dissuade us from using this means of transportation again. Later we heard of yet more distressing stories of
planes having to land at nearest airports and trains stranded in the middle of nowhere with water and
restroom facilities becoming scarce. Looking back, ours was an adventure that we would remember forever. We
had acquired new friends who we are still in communication with, our faith in humanity was still intact, and we
had much to be thankful for as we resumed our journey through Spain, Portugal and Morocco.
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Pujarini - Paramita Dasgupta

Lord Shiva & Goddess Parvati - Ishani Gupta
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The hike to Grinnel Glacier 0
Mahati Ramya Adivishnu D

Glacier National Park

Imagine a place where jagged peaks touch
the clouds, turquoise lakes sparkle in the
sunlight, and waterfalls tumble through
lush alpine valleys. That’s the magic of
Glacier National Park, nestled in
northwestern Montana along the Canadian
border. Known as the “Crown of the
Continent,” the park feels like stepping into
another world—wild, untamed, and
breathtaking at every turn. With over 700
miles of hiking trails, visitors can wander
through ancient forests, climb into glacier-
carved high country, and share quiet
moments with grazing mountain goats or
the occasional grizzly spotted in the
distance.

At the heart of it all lies the park’s crown jewel: the Going-to-the-Sun Road. This 50-mile stretch of highway
is more than just a drive—it’s a journey into the soul of the Rockies with waterfalls, mountain peaks, lush
forests, and a beautiful view of valleys. It’s no wonder that nearly three million people make the pilgrimage
here each year, squeezing into the fleeting summer months between July and early October, when the road
finally opens.

For those who love the call of the trail, Glacier National Park is nothing short of paradise—a rugged
sanctuary that ranks among the most spectacular national parks in the United States. Getting here is part of
the adventure itself. The closest airport sits in Kalispell, Montana, but seasonal Amtrak service offers
another scenic option. Many travelers, however, choose to fly into Bozeman, where more budget-friendly
flights are available, and then make the 4.5-hour drive.

Once inside the park, a pass is required, and during peak summer months, so is a reservation to drive the
iconic Going-to-the-Sun Road from the west side.

Grinnel Glacier

One of the most spectacular trails is the Grinnell Glacier Trail. Stretching 11 miles round-trip with a 1,500-
foot climb, it’s a challenging yet deeply rewarding trek. For those wanting a shorter journey, a boat ride
across Swiftcurrent Lake and Lake Josephine trims the hike to about 8 miles. Along the way, the scenery
feels like a moving canvas—glacial valleys opening up to sweeping views, turquoise alpine lakes sparkling in
the sunlight, waterfalls cascading down cliffs, and finally, at the trail’s end, the dramatic sight of Grinnell
Glacier itself, where floating ice blocks drift across the shimmering water. It’s the kind of hike that stays with
you long after you’ve left the park.

The 11-mile hike

In July 2025, there is construction happening in the Many Glacier area. So, we had to reserve shuttle tickets
on the nps.gov website ahead of time. These tickets are very difficult to get. Another option would be to
reserve a pickup and drop off with Blackfeet Indian reservation taxi services.

We parked at the designated place, entering the park from the East side, and took the shuttle to the Many
Glacier hotel. Many glacier hotel is good place to have breakfast, fill water bottles, use restrooms, and start
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the hike of the day. Before starting our hike, we checked at the
ticket desk if we could get return tickets for

the boat. Fortunately, we got the tickets for the return boat, which
will cut 2 miles from our hike. That’s such a relief, as we are hiking
with kids (one is 10 yr old).

We started our hike at around 9.40 am from the trailhead near to
Many Glacier hotel. We passed through Swift Current Lake and
walked around Lake Josephine, and then the trail started climbing
some elevation. The views are great! We strolled along the narrow,
winding trail with gorgeous lake views keeping us company on both
sides.

The hike is easier so far. We took breaks at least every 1.5 to 2 hrs.
We carried 2 liters of water per person and many protein bars,
yogurt cups, and muffins. We used our walking sticks as well to
reduce stress on our knees. These precautions helped us a lot.
After around 11 am, the hike became more challenging as we were
climbing more elevation and started to see the first view of the
alpine lake ‘Grinnel Lake”.

It continues to climb more from here, and it was strenuous. We saw a mountain goat very near the trail. We

had to wait until it went. There is a pit toilet around 1.5 miles from Glacier, | guess. We took a rest and enjoyed

some snacks, taking in the view. We could see many mountain goats on the mountains. Fortunately, we didn’t
see any bears, but we carried bear spray for safety as this is bear country.

We crossed many waterfalls on the way, even drenched by some. We took hundreds of photos capturing the
alpine lakes and waterfalls. All photos are Instagram-worthy for sure.

The last part of the trail is a steep incline, and it was hard. Huffing and puffing, we reached the Grinnel glacier.

The photos don’t do any justice. The glacier, an icy lake with ice blocks, the greenish color of the water, the

waterfall near the glacier - it’s an unforgettable scenery in our lives.
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Our hearts full of joy, we relaxed, dipped our feet in cold water, which was refreshing. We had snacks and
started our way back. The return trip is more stressful than the onward hike. It was more stressful on our knees
as we were walking down. The hiking sticks really helped.

We returned to the boat dock by 5.40 pm, tired and our legs sore. Our boat returned to the Many Glacier
hotel, where we could grab a snack, rest until our shuttle came to pick us up.

That’s about the 11-mile hike to the Grinnel Glacier. Hope you loved reading about our adventure and fun.
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Congratulation ! <O
Recent Graduates

&

Sambit Kanijilal

Graduating from: Westwood High School
Going to : UT Austin

Major : Computer Science

Nishka Sen

Graduating from: Westlake High School
Going to : UT Austin

Major : Chemical Engineering

Loy Bhowmick

Graduated From: Westwood High School

Going to: UT Austin

Major : Neuroscience

Kritanko Chakraborty

Graduating from : Westwood High School

Going to : PennState / Sidney Kimmel Medical College
Major: 7 year Accelerated medicine (BS/MD)

Dillon Pratim Dey (Jojo)

Graduating from: Vandegrift High School
Going to : Arizona State University
Major : Business/Finance major

Aditya Jas

Graduated From: Westlake High School

Going to: UT Austin

Major : Electrical and Computer Engineering

Aarohi Bhattacharya

Graduating from : Westwood High School

Going to : University of lllinois Urbana -Champaign (UIUC)
Major: Biomedical Engineering

Ronok Ghosal

Graduating from : WestLake High school
Going to : CalTech

Major : CS and Maths
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Ganesh -
Cynthia Ceil

Mathews
CPA INnc.

1908 Yaupon Trail Ste 102 Cedar Park TX 78613
Tel 512-980-1000 | Fax 512-528-5498

9415 Burnet Rd Ste 107 Austin TX 78758

Tel 512-710-1000 | Fax 512-528-5703 Mathews Chacko
5871 Victoria Ave Ste 101 Montreal QC H3W2R Certified Public Accountant
Tel 438-922-9060 | Fax 866-804-4337 IRS Acceptance Agent

E: mathews.chacko@mathewscpainc.com
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	Slide 21: সোমেনও কেমন মিশে গেলো সবার সাথে, নীচে গিয়েই 'কাঁই নানা, কাঁই নানা' করে কাঁসর বাজাতে লেগেছে ঢাকের সাথে। বাড়ীর ছেলেদের দু'জনকে মাঝখানে রেখে বাকী ঢাকীরা সব কাঁধে ঢাক নিয়ে গোল করে নেচে নেচে বাজাতে লেগেছে। চোখে জল আসছে টিকলির, সব্বাই উপস্থিত কিন্তু 
	Slide 22:  "মাই গড, এগুলো তো আমার…"  "হ্যাঁ, তোর জামার। সেদিন তো তুই ওই জামাটাই পরেছিলি। কেমন করে জানি লাফাতে গিয়ে না কিভাবে তুই পড়ে গেলি। জামা থেকে এগুলো খুলে পড়েছিলো। সেই থেকে পকেটে নিয়ে ঘুরছি, দেখা হলেই ফেরত দেবো তোকে। কিন্তু তারপর তো আর তুই এলিই না।
	Slide 23: ক্রূজ জাহাজের ডেকে দাঁড়িয়ে ছিলাম। হাতে ছিল এক কাপ কফি । আপনমনে নীল সমুদ্রের দিকে চেয়েছিলাম। বেশ লাগছিলো। সমুদ্রের নীল জল সূর্যের আলোয় চিকমিক করছিলো। জাহাজটাও ধীর গতিতে এগিয়ে যাচ্ছিলো। তখন ছিল পড়ন্ত বিকেল। আকাশটা ছিল কিঞ্চিৎ মেঘলা। একটু পরেই সূর্
	Slide 24: জীবন এই সমুদ্রের মতো, অসীম, অনন্ত, গভীর রহস্যে মোড়া । তরঙ্গের ভাঁজে লুকিয়ে থাকে-  হাসি আর বেদনার অচেনা দেশ ।
	Slide 25: এথিক্সের ক্লাসটা চলছে তো চলছেই। বিদিশা মন আর বসাতে পারছে না। ছটপট করছে। বারবার স্মার্টওয়াচটা দেখছে। এমজিএনরেগা এবং পিএম গরীব কল্যাণ অন্ন যোজনা যে আজ অবধি পৃথিবীর সবথেকে বড় সমাজকল্যাণ প্রকল্প, সেটা কানে ঢুকলেও মগজে ঠিকমতো গাঁথছে না।  বাবার আজকে
	Slide 26:  মতো জল ঢুকছে ওখানে। মেইন বিল্ডিং থেকে কয়েকজন এসে নামতে চাইল বেসমেন্ট। কিন্তু সিঁড়ি ততক্ষণে অর্ধেকেরও বেশি ডুবে গেছে। লাইব্রেরির দরজাও। দরজাটা বন্ধ। অপূর্ব ভেতরেই আছে। বিদিশা চিৎকার করতে লাগল। কোনো সাড়া এল না। দরজাও খুলল না। একজন একশোয় ফোন ক
	Slide 27:  
	Slide 28: অরিন্দম সেন কিছুটা অন্যদের থেকে আলাদা ছিল।  তার আত্মীয়রা যখন চকচকে ডেস্কের পেছনে, সাজানো গোছানো অফিসে কাজে ব্যস্ত, সে  তখন প্রাচীন লিপির সঙ্গে লড়াই করত, ধূলোমাখা বইয়ের পাতা উল্টোত, হারিয়ে যেত বিস্মৃত ভাষার জগতে।   অরিন্দমকে প্রতিভাবান বলা চল
	Slide 29: সোজা করল। সেই সিকোয়েন্সগুলোতে গাণিতিক যুক্তিও খোঁজার চেষ্টা করল — প্রাইম সংখ্যা, ফিবোনাচ্চি সিকুয়েন্স, নাকি বৈদিক ছন্দের গণনা? আর একটা বিশেষ চিহ্ন বার বার লেখা রয়েছে। সেই উপকথার অরিন্দমের ভালোই জানা। ছজন ব্রাহ্মণ আর ছজন ক্ষত্রিয় যারা কন্নৌজ থেকে
	Slide 30: তানাকা ধীরে ধীরে ঘুরলেন। তিনি এমন একজন গবেষক, যিনি কম কথা বলেন। কিন্তু যখন বলেন, তাঁর প্রতিটি কথা দীর্ঘ গবেষণা বছরের আভাস দেয়। তানাকা অরিন্দমকে বসার ইঙ্গিত করলেন। অরিন্দম যত্ন সহকারে পার্চমেন্টটা খুলল।  তানাকা সূক্ষ্ম প্রতীকগুলো দেখে মৃদু স্বরে 
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	Slide 32: জগতে কত রকমের পাকা হয়ে জানেন? আমি এই বিষয়টা একটু খুঁটিয়ে দেখতে চাই। কারণ অনেক আছে।  আমরা সব্বাই জানি ফল কাঁচা থেকে পাকা হয়। কিন্তু এইযে ফলটি পাকলো তার সাথে মানুষের কি সম্বন্ধ? এই যেমন ধরুন আম পাকলে আমরা বলি পাকা আম কিংবা জাম পাকলে বলি পাকা জাম। 
	Slide 33: - যাহঃ বাবা! এই ছোট্ট প্রশ্ন করতে পারব না? - দেখলি তো আবার প্রশ্ন।  - জানিস, বাচ্ছা জন্ম নেবার পর দশ বছর অব্দি প্রশ্ন শুনতে হয়,     - বয়স কত?  - দশ থেকে কুড়ি অব্দি শুনতে হয়, মার্ক্স্ কত?  - ২০ থেকে ৩০ মধ্যে শুনতে হয়, মাইনে কত?  - ৩০ থেকে চল্লিশ 
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	Slide 38: আজ তিনদিন ধরে টানা ঝড়-বৃষ্টি হয়েই চলেছে। সূর্য্যের মুখ একবারও দেখতে পাওয়া যায় নি। পশ্চিমের জানালা অল্প খুলে রেখে আনমনা হয়ে বিছানায় শুয়ে রয়েছে সমরেশ। ঝড়ের দাপটে মাঝে মধ্যেই তাল, নারকেল গাছগুলো নুয়ে পড়ছে। মানুষজনের বাইরে বের হওয়ার কোন উপায়
	Slide 39: "স্যার, আপনি গাড়িতে খানিক বসেন। আমি এই এলাম বলে।” - একথা বলে গাড়ি থেকে নেমে দ্রুত পায়ে হাঁটা দেয় গোপাল।  হারিয়ে যায় অন্ধকারে। অল্প সময়ের ব্যবধানেই ফিরে আসে , মাঝবয়সী এক সুদর্শন পুরুষের সাথে । পরনে তাঁর একটা সাদাধুতি - আটপৌরে করে জড়ানো।  কাছ
	Slide 40: সমরেশ মনে মনে তারিফ না করে পারেনা মহিলার প্রত্যুতপন্নতার।  “এই বাড়িতে সবার  স্থান সঙ্কুলান হয় না। কয়েকভাই ভাই তাই পরিবার নিয়ে পাশেই ঘর করে আছে। " সংযোজন করেন নিশিকান্ত।  ঘন আঁধার হয়ে আসে চারদিক। মশার আগমন বেড়ে ওঠে চারদিক খোলা বলে। পাশেই ব্য
	Slide 41: কিছুদিন ধরে শয্যাশায়ী না হলেও, শয্যাবন্দী হয়ে আছি। শল্য- চিকিৎসার প্রহারে শরীরটা এক জায়গায় স্থিত হতে বাধ্য হয়েছে। গতিতে পড়েছে যতি, আর সহসা এই গতিহীনতা,পথ খুলে দিয়েছে নানান ভাবনার আসা যাওয়ার।    আজ সকাল  থেকে, আর সবাইকে ছাপিয়ে একটি ভাবনা, আমার মন
	Slide 42: সঞ্চয়গুলি আমার চলার পথের পাথেয়। সেই সঞ্চিত ধনেই আমার পাত্রটি পরিপূর্ণ। কোথায় চলেছি, কেন চলেছি, এ যাত্রা তা আর জানা হলোনা।   যতদিন যাবার পথ থাকবে সামনে ততদিন চলবে আমার এগিয়ে  চলা। এ পথের শেষ কোথায় তা নাইবা জানা হলো!
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	Slide 44: শয্যাশায়ী পঙ্গু অমলেন্দু স্ত্রীকে ডেকে বলে , ওগো শুনছো, খোকা ফিরল হাসপাতাল থেকে? আর কত রাত অবধি রুগী দেখবে? শেষে ছেলেটাকে না ধরে |   পাঁচ বছরের নেহার  চোখের জল মুছিয়ে সান্ত্বনা দ্যায় রুমা, আর কটা দিন মা …তারপর দোকান খুললেই তোমাকে জন্মদিনের doll 
	Slide 45: সকাল সকাল email  account তা খুলেই মেজাজ তা খিচড়ে গেলো।  না, নতুন করে কোনো বিকট email এর অবির্ভাব ঘটে নি। কেউ আমায় টাকা দিতে চাইছে না - কেউ নিতেও চাইছে না।  আমার গাড়ির extended warranty নিয়ে অজানা-অচেনা সুনাগরিক দের কোনো মাথা ব্যাথা নেই। রাতারাতি
	Slide 46: উৎকৃষ্ট মানের চিন্তা ভাবনা প্রাক্টিস করতে হবে। তাই সুব্রতর emailটা delete করলাম না। ওটা দিয়েই শুরু হবে আমার মগজাস্ত্রে শান দেওয়া।   কিন্তু মগজে হাত দেওয়ার আগেই হৃদয়ের তারে টান পড়লো। পুরোনো কিছু প্রেম পত্র চোখে পড়লো। অবশ্য প্রেম পত্র বলাটা বোধয় ঠ
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	Slide 48: টিভিটায় নিউজ চলছিল। সুন্দরী সঞ্চালিকা খবর পড়ছিলেন, 'গভীর জঙ্গলের ভেতর, অফ সীজনে, ট্যুরিস্ট শূন্য অবস্থায়, প্রাণহানি ক্ষয়ক্ষতি সাবধানে বাঁচিয়ে, একটানা বৃষ্টি ভিজে স্যাঁতসেঁতে অবস্থাতেও কীভাবে লাগল আগুন, এ নিয়ে ঘনিয়েছে রহস্য। শর্ট সার্কিট, লং সার্
	Slide 49: দ্বিতীয় পারিষদ কিছু সিনিয়র, অভিজ্ঞতা আছে। তিনি সবসময়ই ফিফটি ফিফটি খেলেন। তবু সহকর্মীর সমর্থনে মুখ খোলেন,  -  স্যার, সল্ট লিক আছে, রাতে বুনো জানোয়াররা নুন চাটতে আসে,গন্ডার, হাতি, বুনো মোষ, গউর.. একেবারে চলে আসে বাংলোর হাতায়'.. অরণ্যপাল হাত তুলে আ
	Slide 50: বডি থাকবে। একদম ন্যাচরাল হ্যাবিটাট, বুঝলেন কি না, ট্যুরিস্টদের জন্যে ফুডকোর্ট, পাব, লিকার কাউন্টার, ডিস্কো, স্যুভেনির শপ... সোব থাকবে'... প্রথম পারিষদ নিতান্ত আনাড়ি। ঊর্দ্ধতন কর্তৃপক্ষের উপস্থিতি ভুলে মিস্টার ঘুঘুপতি'র কথায় প্রতিবাদ করে বসে, - স
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	Slide 52: সেই পুরাকালে, যে বছর আমি হাফ সাবালক হলাম, মানে - চাকরি পেলাম, ওমনি গার্জেনদের মনে হল, এবার মেয়েকে ফুল সাবালক করা দরকার। অর্থাৎ, একটি বিয়ে না দিলেই নয়। একবিংশ শতাব্দীর প্রথম দশকের সেই সময়টায়, আনন্দবাজারের পাত্র চাই-পাত্রী চাই কলাম যখন রবিবাস
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